
Shirley McLeod: This is tape four of an interview between Felice Zadro and Shirley

McLeod. Felix, you were saying in your other tape that you had started the Marconi Club

and people had put in 50 pound each to become members.

Felice Zadro: I would like to correct it. I didn’t start it. We started it.

Shirley McLeod: You started it, yes, but I mean a group of you - a group of you. How

many of there - how many of you were there?

Felice Zadro: There was about fourteen of us.

Shirley McLeod: Forty?

Felice Zadro: Fourteen. And we got together and had the first meetings and we discussed about

the 50 pounds to see the result or the response from the community, and we found that this

community responded well. So, we undertook to start the club, that we should make the plans

for council that were approved, and of course to do that we had to have a constitution. Two of

the club members, committee men, they went to Yoogali, Yoogali club, another Catholic, Italian

Catholic club at Yoogali near Griffith. And of course, they got a copy of the constitution from

there so we have some guidelines for our own - draw up our own constitution. Of course, we

then employed Mr. Stafford and that’s what I said before.

Shirley McLeod: Yes, you did tell me that, Mr. Stafford, or -

Felice Zadro: Stafford.

Shirley McLeod: Stafford I think it was, yes.

Felice Zadro: The solicitor -

Shirley McLeod: That’s right, and you got a liquor license straightaway, did you?

Felice Zadro: No, what happened is that at that time, the group wanted to make it a regional

club, so Veneta club, from Veneta, north Italy.

Shirley McLeod: From Venice, Veneto

Felice Zadro: Veneta, Veneta Club includes Venice, that’s what. But anyway, the solicitor

advised us that we have to accept everybody at the club in order to get the licence, so we did

that. In our constitution it reads that the Club Marconi is open to all comers, Australians - in fact,

we had the first Australian members of the club were Woods.

Shirley McLeod: Woods?

Felice Zadro: Woods, from Fairfield

Shirley McLeod: Fairfield

Felice Zadro: From Fairfield, do you remember the one that used to mind the dates?



Shirley McLeod: Yes

Felice Zadro: Well, it was him and his son, they were the first members. Mr. Woods did so much

to setup the Vellas and how them married, intermarried children of somebody or other.

Shirley McLeod: The Vellas lived at Wetherill Park didn’t they?

Felice Zadro: That is right, yes. Anyway, then of course, Pirelli as President. I found him very,

very honest and sincere person. We decided that we should make place for an extension to the

club. That was the first floor and the upstairs - the what you call - big hall, you know -

Shirley McLeod: Auditorium?

Felice Zadro: Auditorium, big auditorium for dancing, for festivities that we might come across.

And I remember we were discussing these plans and we thought that we were going too far up.

It looked too high and we thought, “Gee, this is no good, and that is no good,” so I had a

brainwave and I said, “So let the land adapt itself for a split level. They don’t what split level?”

And we had steps out the back to get out. “Why don’t you have a split level,” oh, everybody

thought that was silly, you know.

Anyway, at the meeting I come up with this idea because I really made a study after suggesting

this, this split level, and I thought, “Gee that should be very nice and it should work very nice.”

Anyway, I kept repeating this thing and Mr. Pirelli said, “Zadro,” he said, “You know what I’m

going to do?  I’m fed up with this bringing up this split level all the time.”  He said, “I’m going to

call in the architect at the meeting,” and he said, “to see what he has to say. If he rejects your

idea, will you shut up then?”  I said, “With pleasure.”  (Laughs)

So, here comes the architect, and of course, Mr. Pirelli and the President spoke to him and said,

“Look, we’ve got a member here, Mr. Zadro, that insists that we should have a split level that will

go up as to four feet and then four feet down.”  And the architect stopped sudden, he said, put

his hands up to his head and say, “Why didn’t I think of it?”

Shirley McLeod: Oh, so you won.

Felice Zadro: Oh yes, I was so happy, everybody was really, you know, surprised to see the

reaction of the architect, so that’s what they did. That was the first, and Fontano succeeded

Pirelli . Remember Fontano’s jewellery shop in Fairfield.

Shirley McLeod: No, that wasn’t in my time.

Felice Zadro: Max (..unclear..)?

Shirley McLeod: No, that wasn’t in my time.

Felice Zadro: Oh well, anyway, and he was a jeweller in Fairfield at first. None the less, I forgot

the year he was President, two or three years. And then he - I succeed him. I applied for the

position of President and I was elected. And, we then decided that first of all we built to make it



into a dining hall. And I remember that I got (..unclear..) he had a company made up of Zadro

Constructions.

Shirley McLeod: Oh yes, I’ve seen - yes, I remember that.

Felice Zadro: Anyway, that’s him, and he came over and he got his ideas about the ceiling,

about the side walls, about mirrors and things of that nature. Anyway, it was approved by the

committee. But, it was done. I remember Fontana coming in to look in the job and he said to me,

“Phil, I might give you credit,” said Fontanta, “Good job.” I said, “Thank you Carlo” was his

name. Anyway, used to get on quite well together. And of course, then we had the soccer

ground. The soccer, of course, was a drain on the resources because the players had to be paid

big money in order to perform in the correct manner.

Of course, we reached the stage that there was a lot of discontent and a section of the

members that didn’t think that the committee knew how to run the soccer and the club or

anything, so they wanted to run the soccer themselves. So, okay, we gave them the chance of

running the soccer, but that was the end of the season. The President and all his group come to

me and he said, “Zadro, you give me $15,000, do the field,” and he said, “you could be

President as long as you wish.” I said, “You know what you’re talking about?”  He said, “Yes,”

and he repeated it. I said, “No, no,” I said, “That’s no good.” I said, “Carlo, you and I are in a

position to consider the common good of all members. We can’t just consider the soccer and to

spend all of this money.”  I said, “We haven’t got that money and you know, to spare,” because

he was buying off the expenses of the club and everything else. And he got very cranky and he

said, “Well, (..unclear..)? Are you going to give it to me, I fix you up.”  I said, “Carlo, I

(..unclear..).”  I said, “You and you’re committing (..unclear..).”  First time in my life that the

fellow heard the phrase that I never used before and I never had to use after, that I really said to

him that, you know - of course that year I lost the election. The propaganda that we had and the

fights and in the club and everywhere; I lost the election. Another member by the name of

Spiga(?) was elected.

Shirley McLeod: Spiga?

Felice Zadro: Spiga, and was secretary, club secretary for a period. He applied for the position

and well, I said, “I applied also,” and I remember the elections were very, very, very close. Of

course there was some corrupt dealings in counting of the ballot papers. Of course, by one vote

I lost.

Shirley McLeod: Really, by one vote, out of how many members?

Felice Zadro: There was at least 2,000 - by one vote I lost, according to this fellow, so the others

weren’t satisfied. They decided to have the election again.

Shirley McLeod: A recount?

Felice Zadro: Recount, the election again.

Shirley McLeod: Oh, how was the election done?  Was it a secret ballot, or



Felice Zadro: Yes, all the time.

Shirley McLeod: Yes, so what - on a piece of paper?

Felice Zadro: Yes

Shirley McLeod: Couldn’t they have recounted the pieces of paper?

Felice Zadro: Yeah, well things got bungled up, it  was impossible to do the right thing or to do

justice. What happened is that I won, I won the election the second time. Of course, from then

on, of course we decided the soccer, after this episode, I took it back to the administration with

club and the club, because they indebted the club, the soccer committee, for 50 thousand

dollars. We had to pay because it was still called Marconi soccer.

Shirley McLeod: Did you have poker machines at that stage?

Felice Zadro: Yeah, we had poker machines and we had -

Shirley McLeod: And did you have the soccer field next door at that stage?

Felice Zadro: Yeah, we had the soccer field - in fact, to talk about the soccer field, and in the

condition it was in, and the committees that I formed with this and that, worked and the help

they used to do, the weeding, the cutting of the grass, the levelling off of the soil, taking top soil

– getting the committee to sandbag to level it all up, fertilise it and watering and growing, and

everything was done under my supervision. It was done voluntary, you know, not -

Shirley McLeod: You didn’t pay somebody to do that, it was all voluntary?

Felice Zadro: No, we couldn’t afford it.

Shirley McLeod: That was good.

Felice Zadro: It was fantastic. The response was terrific. Anyway, we built up the pitch to a

certain degree and then of course we wanted to put lights on, and I remember going to Manly

with the team to play against Manly. Of course, we beat Manly. We scored the only goal. At

Manly.

Shirley McLeod: That’s a problem with soccer isn’t it because sometimes it is only one

goal. (Laughs)

Felice Zadro: Yes, anyway, in this soccer field, they had the lights on but they had the round

galvanized poles. I suppose you’ve seen them in places.

Shirley McLeod: Yes, I have. Rheem used to make those. I worked for Rheem.

Felice Zadro: Yeah?  Anyway, I said, “Gee whiz, that’s what we have to do and investigate it.

So, we had an official man that used to maintain (..unclear..) mechanic. And with him I

discussed the problem and he said, “Yes, yes, we going to do (..unclear..) the cost.”  Of course,

I did. I found out the cost, and I submitted the cost to the committee. “Oh, we can’t do it. We



haven’t got the money, whatever. Well, when that Spiro(?) was elected and won, he put the

lights up, because the poker machines then were in the club were beginning to really

(..unclear..) Anyway, he didn’t use the column, you see, what they constructed towers

Shirley McLeod: Oh, did they?  I had - yes, I don’t remember.

Felice Zadro: Steel towers, you know, with a cement base, very expensive. And I said, “This

goes to show; they won’t accept the columns and yet they went and - “

Shirley McLeod: And paid more.

Felice Zadro: Oh, I think the cost of one of those stairs, there was four of those there. And of

course, the cost of one was around the complete job of the other, sure, because it had to be all

insulated steel, had to have design for it, and have the steel base to support it there. It was, you

know -

Shirley McLeod: And that was privately done, that wasn’t voluntarily done.

Felice Zadro: Oh no, no, that was another thing, we had to pay for it.

Shirley McLeod: How long did you - you’re still a member of the club, no doubt?

Felice Zadro: Well, I’m a foundation member.

Shirley McLeod: You’re a foundation member

Felice Zadro: And of course, I was recognised in many ways. In fact, I got a card there saying

that I could go anywhere and - I got access to everything at the club and I got to - they have

touse diligence when I suggest anything.

Shirley McLeod: That’s great. You must be very proud.

Felice Zadro: I got a lot of recognition in that way. It turns out now that I’m the only surviving

member, foundational member. You know, there is no people left. So, how long I’ll go on lasting,

I don’t know.

Shirley McLeod: You’ll go another twenty years, I think.

Felice Zadro: Oh, Shirley

Shirley McLeod: No, you look wonderful.

Felice Zadro: Oh, some days - yesterday you didn’t come and I was pleased that you didn’t. I

never had my brains in the right place.

Shirley McLeod: That’s alright, we all have days like that. I think you’re wonderful.

Felice Zadro: Anyway, that was that. We had the other episode about soccer. We had Apia.

Shirley McLeod: Apia, yes, that’s Five dock isn’t it? Leichardt is it?



Felice Zadro: Yes, and of course, they had a soccer team and they had the same kind of

problems that we had. And I thought of something. I said, “I wonder if we could amalgamate and

make one team, and the Italian community to sponsor this team?” Because I said, you know, in

my mind, this – the team that – the Australia community was put - could represent Australia.

That was the idea, you know. And of course, the players were  all Australians were a mix of

things.

Shirley McLeod: They were mixed nationalities. They weren’t just of Italian descent.

Felice Zadro: No, no, even at Marconi, even today, most of the Australians are different

nationalities. Anyway, so with this idea, I rang up the President of Apia, was Baluti(?) and he

says, “What a wonderful idea!”  I spoke to the President of Soccer, that I had a confrontation

before. It was an idea that I thought of before - anyway, it was a good idea and we had a bit of a

meeting, and of course, it was a rush sort of thing. And, nothing come of it. I didn’t put this

proposition in committee, you see. I thought, I better go investigate a possibility to see what

could be done, if possible or acceptable, before I bring it up in committee.

Anyway, it was a flop. I wasn’t satisfied with that. We had the Italian Consul at Club Marconi,

and I spoke with him about it. I said, “Wouldn’t it be a wonderful idea just to see the Italian

community sponsoring soccer or any other sport or anything like that,” because we had people

with money, builders, contractors, that really could have financed the soccer, one thing and not

two. He said, “What a wonderful idea,” he says, “if only we could.”  I said, “Well, I had a go of it

but wasn’t very successful.”  I said, “Nothing was done properly.”  I said, “To do anything like

that, you have to prepare the community for the event and see what response we have,” and

(..unclear..).

Shirley McLeod: No, you can’t do it like that. (Laughs)

Felice Zadro: He said, “Leave it to me,” and he invited us for a dinner in Sydney. And, I

remember that he surprised us. Do you know what we had for dinner? Frog legs.

Shirley McLeod: Oh no, that’s not Italian; that’s French (Laughs)

Felice Zadro: Yeah, French - well anyway -

Shirley McLeod: How did you like the frogs legs?

Felice Zadro: Oh, they were fantastic!

Shirley McLeod: Were they?  I’ve never tasted it. I haven’t been brave enough.

Felice Zadro: It’s a white meat and it’s sweet and it’s lovely. Now, you got to taste it really,

before rejecting it. I think there is something that people that were, you know, they can’t

visualise or think or – until you taste them. Anyway, of course, in Italy, you do eat frogs.

Shirley McLeod: Do you?  I didn’t realise that. I know the French do, but I didn’t know the

Italians do too.



Felice Zadro: Yeah, I know, that’s one of the reasons. And snails.

Shirley McLeod: Oh, did you?

Felice Zadro: Yeah, in Paris in France.

Shirley McLeod: Now, I do remember going to a place out there, Deerbush) we called it,

out at Bossley Park. I was out there with some Italian, an Italian boy I was going out with.

And, they brought out some cheese and there were little wriggly things in the cheese.

They’re called “jumpers” are they, or something like that. The boys were eating the - they

were like little maggots!  And I thought, “Oh my God, (laughs) I couldn’t eat it.

Felice Zadro: No, I never seen them.

Shirley McLeod: Felice, I’d like to ask you a little bit about some of the awards that

you’ve received. You said that you’re a foundation member, of course, of the Marconi

Club. You’re a life member there, are you?

Felice Zadro: Yes

Shirley McLeod: And have you, in connection with the Marconi Club, have you received

any other awards?

Felice Zadro: Well, I did receive, not directly from the club, but I did get the JP. I’m a JP, and

that was conferred to me by Mr. Tom Gilbert(?). No, not that - he’s got a son in the opposition,

Labor opposition, now. Oh -

Shirley McLeod: Wasn’t Bedford?

Felice Zadro: No, no -

Shirley McLeod: Wasn’t Bedford. We’ll think about it later.

Felice Zadro: He’s still alive I think.

Shirley McLeod: And you became - you say you became a JP and you had other awards

given to you?

Felice Zadro: I’ve been awarded Citizen of the Year in year 2000.

Shirley McLeod: Citizen of the Year by Fairfield Council.

Felice Zadro: By Fairfield Council and that is something that I don’t know who was responsible

for nominating me. I don’t know, to this day, who was responsible, to know to thank. In fact -

Shirley McLeod: Didn’t they tell you who nominated you?

Felice Zadro: No

Shirley McLeod: They didn’t?



Felice Zadro: No

Shirley McLeod: Oh, that’s unusual.

Felice Zadro: The thing is, I didn’t ask either, but I expect it to be, you know, something

voluntary done, not - anyway -

Shirley McLeod: And who presented you with that?

Felice Zadro: I was interviewed by the local press, and of course, there appeared my photo in

first page of the - what is the name of the other paper?

Shirley McLeod: I don’t know the other papers here. (Laughs)

Felice Zadro: Of course you do.

Shirley McLeod: No I don’t, (Laughs) I’m sorry.

Felice Zadro: Anyway, that is the photo up there.

Shirley McLeod: Yes

Felice Zadro: That was appeared in the first page of - I got the paper -

Shirley McLeod: Was it the Advance?  No, not the Advance.

Felice Zadro: So, to my surprise, I had a little interview here by the representative of the paper. I

don’t remember what I said to him, what they asked, or what they wanted. But, anyway, the

result is that they published what I’ve said in the Advance and took a photo in the house here

and they published the photo in the Advance. Yeah, and I felt very proud of the fact. With Club

Marconi, well, I got life membership. I was at the first visit of Italian President in Australia,

Saragat his name was.

Shirley McLeod: Saragat.

Felice Zadro: Saragat, yes, doesn’t even sound an Italian name.

Shirley McLeod: No, it doesn’t, does it?  How would you spell that, Felice?

Felice Zadro: S-A-R-A-G-A-T

Shirley McLeod: T - no, it’s not Italian.

Felice Zadro: Anyway, and of course I had occasion to meet him. I had occasion to have dinner

with him there in town and went and visited different Italian communities, and of course, next

thing, I was conferred the Knighthood of the Italian Republic.

Shirley McLeod: Native of the -

Felice Zadro: Knighthood.



Shirley McLeod: Oh, knighthood - of the Italian Republic, how wonderful.

Felice Zadro: I got a badge, golden badge, and -

Shirley McLeod: Yes, like a medal.

Felice Zadro: Like a medal, yeah, a medal and also a strip here and a button up here that

represents the… well, the title, sort of thing, and that was it.

Shirley McLeod: Gee, I bet you were proud of that.

Felice Zadro: I was very proud of that, of course, but after forty years in Australia, you know, to

think that I was still remembered. And the Consul thought that my work with the community was

very relevant, to where, well, nation - national - nationhood or pride of the place of birth, and

also pride of the hospitality that I was bestowed in Australia.

Shirley McLeod: Yes, exactly - you’re the sort of migrants that this country has thrived

on, you know, people that have come from their own countries, still love their own

countries, but come here and make new lives.

Felice Zadro: In fact, to that effect, I also had an occasion to speak publicly. Of course, my mind

was a little bit more alert than what it is at these days, but -

Shirley McLeod: Oh, it’s still pretty alert. (Laughs)

Felice Zadro: I’ve said repeatedly to the Italian community that only a good proud Italian could

make a good Australian. I repeated that occasionally, and I have reasons to prove it, with facts,

that the one that run down his country, he never appreciate or do anything for his nation of

adoption.

Shirley McLeod: Perhaps if they don’t like this country they should go home to where

they came from.

Felice Zadro: Exactly, exactly, if they don’t like applying themselves and applying their family to

everything that, you know, that takes place, it’s wrong. Now, at Club Marconi, the thing is I

started the youth centre. I think I spoke about the youth centre, before, didn’t I?

Shirley McLeod: I don’t think so, no. I don’t remember that. You can tell me again.

Felice Zadro: Well, anyway, I insisted with the first plans for the club that we must have a youth

centre because I knew that people below the age of twenty-one were not allowed in the club.

So, I thought that we have to take care of these people and the youngest ones. Because if you

want the parents to come to the club, you have to look after the children. And, I argued in

committee that that we should do, and -

Shirley McLeod: It keeps the family together, too, doesn’t it, if everybody’s involved in

the club.



Felice Zadro: Of course, exactly, so what happened is that a new youth centre was erected, the

hall was erected for the youth centre, the same time that we done the hall for the club. And of

course, when it was completed, I remember  Pirelli was the President. He said, “Zadro, you

wanted a youth centre. Now it’s yours. You look after it and administer it.”  And I said, “With

pleasure,” because I always been very fond to work with children, with youngsters, you know,

promoted their sports and their activities. Anyway, and I was very successful with the youth

centre, to the effect that I created a committee amongst them. And I wanted them to express

their views, their desires, what they wanted to do, and of course, occasionally they come up;

they wanted to go on an excursion. They wanted to go for a picnic. They would have a bit of a

play in the club, their own dancing, they chose their own music and I conformed with all of this

and it was a very successful thing.

Shirley McLeod: Is that still going?

Felice Zadro: In a sort of way.

Shirley McLeod: I would think that over the years a lot of Italian children that were born

here, of Italian parentage, would sort of wander off. There are too many things now to

distract wasn’t there?

Felice Zadro: The youth centre in fact should be maintained at Club Marconi, but not only for the

Italians, sons of Italians, because the Club Marconi now has got over 20,000 members and

members of all nationalities.

 Shirley McLeod: From every nationality.

Felice Zadro: And of course, now, what I had hoped to see, that all of the sports, junior sports at

Club Marconi would come under an umbrella and that is the youth centre.  And of course, as

you know, the participants of the sports - there is basketball, there is cycling, and there is tennis,

there is soccer, and of course you see the names, there is Australians, there is basketball for

the girls and all of this, it should come under one umbrella and call themselves the youth centre

of –


